President’s Report 2011-12                   June 2012

This was our first full year with our website cfuwetobicoke.ca online. It has become a valuable club asset for members and for publicity purposes.

Our monthly meetings continue to be well attended due to the efforts of the Program and Hospitality Convenors and their committees. The Christmas party was almost SRO. When we were threatened with the possible closure of Fairfield due to labour disruptions we looked around the area for an alternate location. During our search we became even more aware of what a good location and reasonable rent we have. 

It is the club’s 60th anniversary year and it was very appropriate that we had the opportunity to host the Ontario Council AGM. Pat Joyce and Linda Rose chaired the Local Arrangements Committee. There was a spirit of friendship throughout the events and many opportunities for delegates to share ideas. The keynote speaker and the afternoon panel were exceptional. On behalf of the club I want to thank the committee and all the volunteers who welcomed over 100 delegates from across Ontario and represented CFUW Etobicoke so well.

Club members donated very generously toward the Charitable Trust’s establishment of an endowment at Humber College. Our Bridge and Games Fundraiser was well attended and the Trust received an additional $600 raised through sale of mug bags.

This year at the National AGM there will be a vote on the constitution. The Issues Group and our incoming President and Vice President have studied the amendments proposed throughout the yearlong process, and the final version. The recommendation is to vote in favour of the new constitution. The proposed $10 increase in the national dues was also studied and along with other clubs we are not in favour of such a large increase.  

Our discussion of possible methods of accepting new members later in the year with reduced dues was continued. As we have seen in the responses to the proposed national dues increase other clubs have also been considering ways to enroll new members throughout the year at a reduced rate. 

The community information table at monthly meetings was reestablished so that members can display news of events from other organizations that they support. Community events are also posted on the website. The newsletter editor is being approached more often to send out email messages to the membership regarding various community issues. 

We met with 3 of our elected members this year. Ted Opitz (Etobicoke Centre) attended our guest night. He was not familiar with CFUW and our members had a good opportunity to introduce him and his staff to our organization. We met with Bernard Trottier (Etobicoke Lakeshore) who was also unaware of CFUW. He provided information about the government’s plans to build prisons, aboriginal education, and local issues. At our meeting with Laurel Broten (Etobicoke Lakeshore) we discussed CFUW’s position on mental health and all day kindergarten. 

The OC AGM was held at the Hampton Inn in MPP Donna Cansfield’s riding and she was our guest on Friday night. Kirsty Duncan (Etobicoke North) replied to our letter regarding Aboriginal Education and requested a meeting.

Our new members events were well attended and provide a good opportunity to share ideas and learn more about our club with the executive. 

We have regularly had 6 or 7 representatives at the Ontario Council Standing Committee meetings. Our members were also well represented at the OC AGM in May. 

The March resolutions meeting was chaired by vice president Pat Ferbyack and the six resolutions were presented by members of the Issues Group.

In consultation with our Newsletter Editor Moira Hoogeveen we amended our Constitution so that the newsletter editor and convenor functions could be separated if desired.   

Many thanks to Pat Joyce for her support this past year. She has had a very busy year as past president chairing the Finance Committee and the Nominating Committee. Added to that she was co-chair with Linda Rose of our LAC that resulted in a very successful OC AGM. We can’t forget the great speakers brought to us by the Program Committee chaired by Pat.

Pat Witol and Fran Laphen have actively engaged our Interest Group Convenors and through their communication with them we are finding solutions to the problem of groups that cannot accommodate additional members and the need to establish groups pursuing new interests. The interest group booklet is a very useful resource for members. 

Joanne Jamieson has completed her term as treasurer.  Our best wishes to her as she becomes treasurer of the National Charitable Trust.

It was a pleasure to work with Vice President Pat Ferbyack this past year and we wish her a safe trip to Victoria and a great year as president.  

On behalf of our members thank you to all the members of the executive who gave so generously of their time, energy, and creativity to make our 2011-12 club year a success.

Barb Willoughby, President
